
 

 

 

 

 

         
 

University of Kansas Interfraternity Council Resolves that the “Freeze” 

Policy is Unconstitutional 
Interfraternity Council convened Thursday night to discuss and propose new policy initiatives focused on 

health, safety, and wellness 

 

On Thursday night, the University of Kansas Interfraternity Council unanimously nullified a policy 

imposed earlier in the week that established a temporary suspension or restriction (“freeze”) of social, 

new member education, and recruitment activities of the 24 fraternities that are governed by the IFC. This 

action recognizes the freeze policy as unconstitutional, and therefore, null and void.  The members will 

continue to look forward to putting their focus on improving the positive experience for fraternity 

members at KU through programs that improve health and safety, enhance academic achievements, 

develop future leaders, and improve the community through philanthropic endeavors. 
 

The freeze policy issued Monday violated the IFC bylaws, as it was not voted on by the General 

Assembly, but was decided to be published without a proper vote and the support of only two of the four 

IFC Executive Board members. On Tuesday, those four executive members were placed on Judicial 

Review and relieved of their IFC duties, pending investigation, by a vote of 23-1. An ad-hoc committee, 

established on the advice and consent of the General Assembly was tasked with not only overseeing the 

regular duties of the IFC Executive Board during the interim, but also focusing their efforts on the health, 

safety, and wellness concerns present within our community. 
 

The illegitimate freeze policy will be replaced by new initiatives, which have been discussed and 

proposed by the IFC General Assembly, which is composed of representatives from 24 member 

fraternities. According to IFC bylaws, the General Assembly must vote to approve any new policy. A 

final vote will be required at the next General Assembly meeting, which is scheduled for Tuesday, March 

27th.  
 

The new policy proposals are a result of the conversations about the health, safety, and wellness of our 

community, which have occurred over the past few months. Even while discussing the illegitimacy of the 

freeze, the General Assembly continued the productive conversations that will foster a more positive 

experience for current and future fraternity members at KU. The new policies were crafted to emphasize 

the importance of a positive fraternal experience that benefits both the member and the University of 

Kansas.  This will be accomplished by positively influencing the members’ personal growth and 

development, all while continuing the long and vibrant history of the KU fraternal system. 
 

We are aware of the news about incidents concerning fraternities across the country. Our mission has 

always been to provide a safe and encouraging environment for our fraternity brothers so they have the 

opportunity to succeed during their collegiate experience. The freeze policy bore little resemblance to 

restrictions and practices directly related to hazing, demonstrating that a policy developed with such 

limited input is unlikely to achieve the same objectives as one with multi-participant input and 

widespread support. Thus, the IFC believes it has produced and agreed upon an improved policy using a 

legitimate protocol that brought together all member fraternities. 

 

Respectfully, 

The Interfraternity Council at the University of Kansas 

 



 

 

 

 

 

         
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL GENERAL 

 ASSEMBLY ADDRESSING THE UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE  

“SELF-IMPOSED TEMPORARY FREEZE ON ACTIVITY” 

 

Signatories: Alpha Epsilon Pi, Alpha Kappa Lambda, Alpha Sigma Phi, Alpha Tau Omega, Beta Sigma Psi, Beta 

Theta Pi, Delta Chi, Delta Tau Delta, Delta Upsilon, Kappa Sigma, Lambda Chi Alpha, Phi Delta Theta, Phi Gamma 

Delta, Phi Kappa Psi, Pi Kappa Alpha, Pi Kappa Phi, Sigma Chi, Sigma Nu, Sigma Phi Epsilon, Sigma Pi, Tau 

Kappa Epsilon, Theta Chi, Triangle, Zeta Beta Tau 

  

Whereas the University of Kansas Interfraternity Council Executive Board purpose includes “Act[ing] as 

the representative government of all IFC member fraternities (IFC Constitution, Art. III, Sect. 1B.)” and 

“Represent[ing] the sentiments and concerns of the entire fraternity community…(IFC Constitution, Art. 

III, Sect. 1H.);” and, 

 

Whereas the University of Kansas Judicial Board Manual states “…when our actions are not in line with 

those values… we should expect to be held accountable by our chapters and our councils (pg. 4&5);” and, 

 

Whereas the bylaws of the University of Kansas Interfraternity Council states “…the Council shall abide 

and refer to the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order except in those areas provided for in the 

Constitution (Article IX, Sect. 2);” and, 

 

Whereas “All voting matters of the General Assembly shall be resolved by the required vote of the total 

eligible voting membership present at the meeting (IFC Constitution, Art. VI, Sect. 2.);” and, 

  

Whereas no provision in the IFC Constitution or bylaws grants the IFC Executive board the authority or 

jurisdiction to implement any of the policies set forth by the announced freeze without a vote passing the 

general assembly; and, 

  

Whereas Robert’s Rules of Order further state an Executive Board is “…subordinate to the body that 

appoints them, with their duties and authority…defined by the parent body, or by its authority (Article IX, 

Sect. 50);” and, 

  

Whereas the General Assembly was in no way allowed to discuss and vote on the policies presented in 

the freeze, as required by the IFC Constitution for such an imposition upon our governing body and the 

chapters who make up this body to be legitimate. 

  

Be it therefore resolved, on this day of March 15, 2018, that the University of Kansas Interfraternity 

Council General Assembly, with the authority and responsibility to uphold the due-process of our 

Constitution and bylaws, declare the measures of the freeze to be unconstitutional, and therefore null and 

void.  


